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computer. IThe Global Health Spending 2015: is there a
global spending "trend"? The study aims to assess the

evolution of global health spending according to
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development

(OECD) countries and its growth relative to world GDP
per capita. Two time periods have been used to
differentiate long-term "trends" from short-term
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(OECD) Health Data 2015. Three main results were

obtained. Firstly, global health spending increased in

                               2 / 5



 

relative terms compared to world GDP per capita in both
periods. Total health spending grew more than twice

during the period between 2005 and 2015 than during
the period between 1995 and 2005. Secondly, "Western"
countries led the global health spending growth between
2005 and 2015. The most significant increases in relative
terms were observed in Australia, Switzerland, Denmark,
France, and Sweden. On the other hand, China, Taiwan,

and Korea had the highest relative growth between 1995
and 2005. Thirdly, the proportion of world GDP spent on
health, defined as the ratio of total health spending to
world GDP per capita, showed an increase relative to

world GDP per capita in both periods, indicating a shift of
health resources towards "non-Western" regions.
Countries reporting a high proportion of health

expenditure as a share of GDP (e.g., Turkey, Colombia,
Australia, and Chile) and countries with a greater focus
on primary health care such as Finland, New Zealand,

and Sweden reported the most significant increase in this
ratio between 1995 and
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